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A LETTER 


Concerning the Matter of the Preſent 


EXCOMMUNICATIONS. 


SIR, 


EOU judg aright, That at my 
44 laſt being in London , I did 
} conſfider the unuſual hurry 
£ of Excommunications a- 
gainſt thoſe called Difſenters; 
and becauſe of the novelty 
of the proceedings therein, I did moreover 
endeavour my own fatisfaction ,' as unto 
the deſign, cauſes, and ends of them : And 
I found it a thing caſily attainable, without 
difficulty, or curioftity of enquiry. For 
whereas there 1s no covering of Religion, 
nor any thing appertaining thereunto, ſave 
only a Name or Title caſt upon them, they 
openly diſcover themſelves of what ſort 
they arc, and what they belong unto. And 
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among many other indecencies wherewith 
they are accompanied, one ſeemed to me 
to be very notable ; and thus 1s, the collecti- 
on of whole droves together by Summons 
and Citations; then dealing with them in 
ſuch a clamorous manner as makes a repre- 
ſentation of a Publick Market” or. Fazr for 
chaffering about Souls. But that, I found, 
which did principally affe&t the minds of 
men, was the event which theſe proceedings 
do tend unto, and will produce ; and they 
gcnerally 'concluded, that they would be 
highly prejudicial, 1t not ruinous unto all 
Truſt and Trade , among the peaccable 
Subjects of the Kingdom. For they ſaid, 
that if the Commiſ/aries would do as in the 
old Roman Proſcriptions in the time of Sy/la, 
and of the 7riumvirate afterward, and ſct 
up the Names of all that were to be pro- 
cceded againlt, in Publick Tables, to be ex- 
poſed to the view of all ; thoſe concerncd, 


might ſhift for themſclves ,- as well as they 


could, and the reſidue of mankind might 
be ar liberty to follow their own occaſions; 
but whilſt they retain an unmeaſurable re- 
{cryc 1n their own breaſts, as unto perſons 
co be ruined by them, ſo as that they know 
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not whoſe names,” their own, or of ' thoſe 
with whom they are concerned , they ſhall 
ſee the next day affixed vn the Church Doors, 
in order unto Excommunication, it deprives 
them of all repoſe in the Law of the Land, 
or Publick Juſtice,and breaks all their Mea- 
ſures about the diſpoſal of their Aﬀairs. 
How far this 1s alrcady come to paſs, you 
that are in the place, know better than I ; 
but ſure I am, that the very Rumor of it 
gives a general diſcompoſure unto the 
minds of Men. 


Hearing no other diſcourſe of theſe 
things, Iwas ſomewhat ſurprized with your 
Letter, wherein you required my thoughts 
what influence theſe Excommunications 
may have on the Conſciences of them who 
are ſo excommunicated ; for I did not 
think there would have any queſtion been 
made about it : But ſince you are pleaſed 
to make the cnquiry, TI ſhall for the fatis- 
faction of my reſpects unto you, ( tho as 
unto any other end I judg it needleſs) 
give you a brief Account of my Judgement 
concerning theſe proceedings, which is the 
ſame for the ſubſtance of it , with that - 
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all ſober perſons with whoml ever conyer- 
ſed. 

FExcommunication is the Name of a Divine 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, wherein, and in whoſe 
due and juſt adminiſtration, the conſciences 
of Chriſtians are, or ought to be highly 
concerned; And thus, as for other cauſes, ſo 
principally becauſe it 1s the only ſure re- 
preſentation of the future Judgment of 
Chriſt himſelf; he did appoint it for this 
end, that ſo it might be. Providential dif- 
penſations are various, and no certain Judg- 
ment can bc made on them, as unto the fi- 
nal and eternal determination of things 
and cauſes; No man knoweth love or hatred 
by the things of that natiire that are before 
him; But this 1s ordained by the Law of 
Chriſt to be a juſt Repreſentation of his 
future Judgment, with a Recogmtion of the 
cauſes which he will proceed upon : There- 
tore 1t 1s divincly inſtructive, in what he 
himfclt will do in the great day ; 1t is futu- 
ri judicii prejudicium : But he will ſcarcely 
be thought well adviſed, who ſhall ſend 
men to Dofors-Commons , to learn the way 
and manner of Chriſts Judgmcnt of his 
Church, with the caufes which he will pro- 


ceed 
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ceed upon. He giveth himſelf another ac- 
count of it, Mat. 25. 32. unto the end of 
the Chapter; of what he there declares, there 
is neither name, nor thing found among 
the men of theſe practices, which we trear 
about. The mentioning of them, would 
be looked on as a ſedition againſt their Au- 
thority ; or elſe make them aſhamied, as a 
thief when he is found : But for any ſort 
of perſon to undertake the adminiſtration 
and execution of the ſentence of Ex- 
communication againſt others, not making 
it their deſign to repreſent the Judgment of 
Chriſt rowards impenitent Sinners, 1s to bid 
defiance to him and his Goſpel. Wherefore 
no perſon whatever, wiſe of unwiſe , good 
or bad, can be concerned in the Excommu- 
nication, in conſczence, or on a Religious ac- 
count; I ſpeak not only of them who are 
forced to ſuffer by them, but of them al- 
ſo by whom they are adminiſtred and de- 
nounced : For it 1s impoſſible that men 
ſhould be ſo far ſorſaken of all underſtand- 


ing, as to imagine that the proceedings 


»thereins, do belong unto the Goſpel,” or 


Chriſtian Religion, any otherwiſe but , a 
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debaſement and corruption of 1t ; neither 
is any man ever the leſs of the Communi- 
on of the Church of England, by theſe Ex- 
communications ; tho he may by force be 
debarred from ſome advantages that be- 
long thereunto. Neither 1s the Communi- 
on of any Church to be valued, from 
which a man may be really and effectually 
expelled by ſuch means: For this Excom- 
munication 1s not only null as to the ctfica- 
cy of its ſentence on the account of its 
mal-adminiſttation ; but it is not in any 
ſence that which it is called, and which it 
pretends to be. Idols are called Gods, but 
we know they arc nothing in the World : 
So is this proceeding called Excommunica- 
tion, but 1s no ſuch thing at all. If a man 
ſhould paint a Rat, or an Hedg-hog, and 
write over it, that it 1s a Lion, no man 
would believe it ſo to be, becauſe of its 
magnificent Title. All that it can pretend 
unto 1s a political Engine, uſed to apply 
the diſpleaſure of ſome, upon an acciden- 
tal adyantage, unto them whoſe ruin they 
deſign ; and therein a ſatisfaction unto Re- 
yenge, for diſcountenancing their ſuppoſed 
Inte- 
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Intereſt. That there is any aCting in it of 
the Authority of Chriſt, any Repreſenta- 
tion of his love, care, and tenderneſs to- 
wards his Church, any thing that is inſtru- 
&ive in his Mind or Will, any prelzdium of 
the furure Judgment, no man I ſuppoſe do:s 
pretend ; nor I am ſure can do fo, without 
reflecting the higheſt diſhonour imaginable 
on Chriſt himſelt, and the Goſpel. 

To make theſe things yet more evident, 
and to ſhow how remote the preſentExcom- 
munications arc, from all poſſibility -of aft- 
fecting the Conſciences of any, I ſhall briefly 
paſs through the conſideration of theſe 
things, which principally belong unto them, 
and whereunto all theit efhcacy 1s reſolved ; 
and that which firſt offereth it ſelf, 1s the 
Perſons by whom they are admimiſtred : The 
truth is, there 1s ſuch a variety of Scenes 
in this Tragedy, and ſuch different Actors in 
it, trom Apparitor, with whom it begins,unto 
the 7ailor with whom it ends, that it ſeems 
not caſie, whom to aſcribe the animating 
power and authority that is 1n it, unto : But 
yet on a little conſideration the matter 1s 
plain enough. The Manifters ' of the Pa- 
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riſhes wherein the Excommunicated perſons 
arc ſuppoſed to dwell, by whom the ſen- 
tence of Excommunication 1s rehearſed out 
of a Paper from the Court , have no con- 
cernment herein ; for they know nothing 
of the cauſes, or reaſons of 1t, nor of the 
proceſs therein, nor do pretend unto any 
Right, tor the cognizance of them ; nor do 
for the moſt part know the perſons at all, 
on whoſe qualifications alone, the validity 
or invalidity of the ſentence doth depend ; 
nor can g1ye an account to God or man of 
what is done, as to right and equity ; and 
therefore I no way doubt,but that theſe who 
are learned and pious among them, do hard- 
ly bear the yoke of being made ſuch proper- 
ties in thoſe acts and duties which apper- 
tain unto their Miniſterial function ; but it 
is known who they arc, who begin the 
work, and carry on the proceſs of it unto 
its final execution ; and I ſhall ſay no more 
concerning them, but thus alone, That how 
meet ſoeyer they may be tor the tranſacti- 
on of Civil Afﬀairs, or for the skiltul mana- 
ging of that work herein, which they ſup- 
paſe committed unto them; yet as unto any 
thing 
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thing wherein conſcience may be fete 
with qo Authority of Jeſus Chriſt; they can 
be of no conſideration mn 1t&.1If any man can 
but pretend to believe, that our Lord Jeſus 
by any A&t,Grant, Law or Inſtitution of his, 
by any ſignification of his Mind or W1ll 
hath committed;or doth commir,the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven,the power of binding 
and looſing, of expelling out of, and ad- 
mitting into lus Church, unto theſe. or fach 
perfons, he hath affuredly confidence e- 
nough to pretend unto a perſwaſion of 
whatever he pleaſes. They do not belieye 
it themſelves; nor among themſelyes, pre- 
tend unto any ſuch thing ; but only a pow- 
er to execute their own Laws or Canons. 
They do not judg that any perſonal, moral 
or ſpiritual qualifications, arc required un- 
IC) eelef aſtical Adminiſtrations; which yet 
to deny; is to undermine all Religion, with- 
out which they may be fit for all Church 
Dunes, who are no better than that Arch- 
Deacon of Oxford, who being charged with 
Immoralities in his Converſation, juftified 
hinfelt by the ſoundnefs of hs faith, affir- 
ming that hc belieyed 7 hree God's in one Per- 
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ſon ; and beſides he believed all that God him- 
ſelf did believe : Let a man out of intereſt, 
or fear, or ignorant ſuperſtition, {triyc never 
ſo much to affect his Conſcience with the 
Excommunications of ſuch men, he will ne- 
ver be able to cffect it. 

But be the perſonal qualifications of 
thoſe intended, what they rleaſe, the Queſti- 
on 1s, How they came by that Power and 
Authority hercin, which they pretend unto *? 
They are Chancellors, Archdeacons, Commiſ/a- 
ries, Ofecials, with their Court Attendants, of 
whom we ſpeak. I confeſs theſe horrid 
Names, with the reports concerning them, 
and their power, arc enough to terrific poor 
harmleſs men, and make them fear ſome c- 
vil from them. But Excommunication is 
that which no man knows on what grounds 
to fear, from theſe Names, Titles, and Offi- 
ces: For that is the Name of a Divine Or- 
dinance inſtituted by Chriſt in the Goſpel, 
to be adnunimittred according to the Rule 
and Law thereot ; but theſe Names, and 
thoſe unto whom they do belong, arc utter- 
ly forreign unto the Scripturcs, and as unto 
the Work, to the practiſe of the Church 

tor 
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' for a Thouſand Years ; what therefore is 


done by them of this kind, muſt of  neceſ- 
ſity be utterly null, ſeeing that as ſuch, they 
have no place in the Church themſelves by 
the Authority of Chriſt. But however it 
be undeniably evident, that they have no 
relation untothe Scripture, nor can have a- 
ny Authority from Chriſt, by vertue of a- 
ny Law or Inſtitution of - his, nor counte- 
nance given unto them by any practiſe of 
the primitive Church; yet what they do in 
this kind, being pretended acts of Power and 
Authority, an Authority for them muſt be 
pleaded by them + But then it may be juſtly 
demanded of them, What it 15? of what na- 
ture and kind? how it 1s communicated 
unto them, or derived by them: from 
others ? This 1s that which thoſe who are 
Excommunicated by them , are princi- 
pally concerned to enquire into, and, which 
themſelves in the firſt place are obliged to 
declare and cyince : Unleſs men are ſatisfied 
in conſcience, that thoſe who act againſt 
them have jult authority ſo to do, or in 
what they do, it is utterly impoſſible they 
ſhould be concerned in conſcience un what 

Is 
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is done againſt them, or 'be any ways ob- 
liged thereby : Here thercfore - they abide * 
until they are ſatisfted in 'this juſt and ne- 
ceſſary demand. 


But here all things are in confuſion ; they 
can declare neither what Authority 1s re- 
quired unto what they do, nor how they 
come to poſleſs that which they pretend 


If it be from Chriſt, how comes it to 
operate on the outward concerns of men, 
their Liberties and Eſtates ? If it be meerly 
of man, whence do they give the Name, 
and pretence of a Divine Ordinance unto 
what they do? It any ſhauld follow the 
clew in this Labyrinth, it is to be feared 
that it would lead them into the Abyſs of 
Papal Omnipotency. 


As they exerciſe this power in Courts of 
External Juriſdiction, and forms of Law, 
they will notdeny, I ſuppoſe, but that it is 
from the King ; but why do they not then 
act that power in the Kings Name ; For 


what 
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what is not done by his Name, 1s not done 
by his Authority. 


Miniſters do not preach, nor adminiſter 
Sacraments in the Name of the King, for 
they do it not by his Authority , or by Ver- 
rue of Authority derived from him; nor do 
Parents govern their Children or Famihes 
in his Name,but their own; becauſe Autho- 
rity for it, 1s their own by the Law. of God 
and Nature ; but that exerciſe of Power 
which externally affects the Civil Rights 
and Liberties of men, muſt be in the Kings 
Name, or the foundations of the Govern- 
ment of the Nation are ſhaken But 
I make it not my concernment what Name 
or Stile they uſe in their Courts. Let it be 
granted for their own ſecurity, that they 
have all their Power and Authority from the 
King, 1t muſt be therewithal granted of 
what Nature it 1s, namely, Civil, and not 
Spiritual, but why then doth what they do, 
not go under the name of a Civil Order, 
Conſtitution, or Penalty , bur of an Ordi- 
dance or Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt ? Are 
C not 
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not theſe things in their 0wn Nature ever- 
laſtingly diſtin&t ? and |: noc conſcience 
hereby fully abſolved tron 2: reſpect un- 


co it, as ſuch an ordinance, wich mn this | 


ſuppoſition 1t neither 1s, nor can be. Tr 1s 
eaſily diſcernable, how theic thungs tend un- 
to the utter confufion of all things in Reli- 
g10N. 


If 3t be ſud, That the Power of 1t, as 
it 1s Exconmunication, 1s originally ſeated 
. za the Prelates, by virtue of their Office, 
Lind is communicated unto this ſort of Per- 
fons, by Commuthon, Delegation, or De- 
putation, under their feals ; it will yield no 
relict : Forthus fiction of the delegation of 
office-power, or the power of office, unto 
any, withour giving them the office. it ſelf, 
whereunto that power belongs , is groſs 
and intolerable. Let it be tried, whether 
the Biſhops can delegate the: power of Mi- 
miſterial preaching the Word, and Admini- 
{tration of theSacraments, unto any perſons, 
without giving them the officeof the Mini- 
fry. It Excommunmcaten: be an a&t of 

office 
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office-power , Authority to adnuniſter it, 


cannot be delegated unto any without the 
office it ſelf, whereunto it doth belong; for 
theſe things are inſeparable. . I certainly be- 
lieve it 15 the duty and concernment of 
ſome men, to ſtate proceedings of this na- 
ture on better foundations, that the cxer- 
ciſe of ſuch ſolemn dutics of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion be not expoſed ro utter contempt, 
nor men led by a diſcovery of talſc pretcen- 
ces of Divine Inſtitutions , to deſpiſe the 
things themſelves that are ſo abuſed. 


It were caſie from many other conſidera- 
tions, to demonſtrate the nullity of theſc 
mens pretended Authority, with reſpect un- 
to Excommunication, as it is an Ordinance 
of the Goſpel , in which reſpect alone, 
the conſciences of men are concerned ; 
and as unto their power over the Ciy1l 
Rights and Intereſts of men, thoſe trou- 


bled by them, nwtſt ſhift as well as they 


Can. 


But vcr further, the manner of the admi- 
Ci niitration 
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niſtration of the 'preſent Excommunica- 
tions doth-evidence their invalidity and nul- 
lity. That which they pretend unto, as 
hath been ſaid , 1s a Divine Ordinance, an 
Inſtitution of Jeſus Chrilt ; and this de- 
clares in general how it ought to. be admi- 
niſtred by them who have authority for it, 
and are called thereunto : For it hence fol- 
loweth, that it ought to be accompanied 
with an humble Reycrence of him and his 
Authority , diligent attendance unto his 
Law,and the Rule of his Word inall things, 
with ſolemn reiterated mvocation of his ho- 
ly name, for his Preſence, Guidance, and 
aſliſtance : Where theſe things are neglect- 
cd in the Adminiſtration of any Divine Or- 
dinances, 1t is nothing but the taking the 
Name of God in vain, and the profanation 
of his Worſhip. It may be ſome will de(- 
piſe theſe conſiderations ; I cannot help it, 
they do it at their utmoſt peril ; it 1s Con- 
{ſcience alone which I reſpe&t in this Dif- 
courſe ; they who have any ſuch thing, will 
think theſe things reaſonable. 
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Again, 'the eſpecial nature of this Infti- 
tution doth require an eſpecial frame of 
mind in its adnuniſtration ; for it is the cut- 
ting off of a member of the ſame body 
with them, which cannot be without ſence 
and ſorrow. To cut oft any from a Church, 
who was never a member of it by his own 
conſent, nor doth judg himſelf fo to be, is 
ridiculous ; hence St. Paul calls the exccu- 
tion of this cenſure, bewailing, ( 2 Cor. 12. 
21. ) Denominating the whole action from 
the frame of nund wherewith ir ought to 
be performed ; and he that ſhall dare to de- 
cree or denounce this ſentence without ſor- 
row and compaſſion. for the fin, and oz the 
perſon of him that 1s excommunicated., 
plays a game with things Sacred for his ad- 
vantage, and ſhall anſwer for his Preſump- 
tion. 


Beſides, as was before obſerved, it 1s an 
inſtituted Repreſentation of the Lord 
Chriſt, and his Judgment in, and of the 
Church at the laſt day. If the conſfidera- 
tion hercot, be once out of the nunds. of 
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them by whom it 15 adminiſtred, they muſt 
unayoidably err in all that they do ; much 
more if at be never once in them ; but clus 
they ought to take on their fouls and con- 
ſciences, that what they do, Chriſt hamfelf 


- if preſent would do, and will do the fame 


at the laſt day ; for ſo he will deal with all 
impenitent ſinners, he will denounce them 
accurſed, and deliver them to Satrn. There 
1s undoubtedly required from hence a reyc- 
rential care and circumſpection in all that 
15 done herein: to make a falſe repreſentation 
of Chriſt in theſe things, that 1s, his Wiſ- 
dom, Authority, Holineſs, Love, and Care 
towards the Church, is the worſt and moſt 
deformed image, that can be ſct up : What 
higher indignity can be offered to his Gra- 
cious Holineſs, than to act and repreſent 
him as Furious, Proud, Patlionacte, Unmerci- 
tul, and delighting in the Ruine of thoſe 
that openly profeſs Faith in him, and love 
unto him ? God forbid that we {ſhould 
think that he hath any concern in ſuch 
ways and procecdings. 
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Whereas alſo the next end of this Cen- 
fure 1s not deſtruction, but edification, or 
the repentance and recovery of lapſed fin- 
mers, 1t ought to be accompanied with con- 
tinual feryent pravers for this end. This 
the nature of the thing it felt requireth, this 
the Scripture dircits unto, and fuch was 
the practiſc of the primitive Church. 


It we are Chriſtians, we are conccetned 
in theſe things as much as we are in the glo- 
ry of Chriſt, and the falyation of our own: 
ſouls. If wc only make a pretence of re- 
lIigtous Dutics, if we only erect an image 
of them for our own advantage, we may 
dfpiſc them, bur at our peril. 


How well thcſe things are obſerved in 
the preſent Excommunications,1s notorious. 
Once to mention them, 1s to defcrve a fe- 
cond Thunderbolt : An account of them as. 
to matter of fact, will be ſhortly given; at 
preſent I ſhall only ſay, That there is not 
any tranſaction. of aftars 1 any kind. a- 
mongl{t men <v1ilized, wherein there is a 
STCALET 
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greater appearance and eyidence of turbu- 


lent paſſions, ating themſelves in ail man- 
ncr of irregularities, more profaneſs of ex- 
preſlion, more infolent inſultations, more 
brawling, litigious proceedings, more open 
nuxtures of money demanded 1n pretended 
admumſtrations of Right and Equity , than 
there are in the publick proccedings about 
them : Shall any Chriſtian ſuppoſe that the 
Holy Spirit of God, on whom alone depends 
the efhcacy of all Divine Ordinances unto 
their proper end, will immux his holy Ope- 
rations in or with this furious exertion of 
the luſts of men ? If this be looked on as 
the Complement of Chriſtian Diſcipline, or 
the laſt and utmoſt actings of this Authori- 
ty of Chriſt towards men in this World, it 
mult nceds be a temptation unto men of 
atheiſtical inclinations: certainly greater 
ſcandal cannot be given ; and it is the un- 
tereſt of ſome, at leaſt for the preſervation 
of a vencration to their Ofhce, to diſpoſe 
of proceedings in thus caſe, in ſuch a way 
and manner, as may adnunifter occation of 
conſideration unto them concerned , and 

nor 
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not be carried on as at preſent, with Laugh- 


. ter, Indignation, and Confuſion ; and if 


Diſſenters arc to be deſtroyed, it is defired, 
that the work were left unto the Penal ta- 
tutcs , which as now proſecuted and in- 
tcrpreted, are ſufficicnt for it ; rather than 
that the name of Religion, and a Divine 
ordinance, ſhould mcerly for that end be 
expoſed to contempr. 


The laſt thing that I ſhall trouble you 
with at preſent, 1s the conſideration of the 
perſons againſt whom the preſent Excom- 
munications are bluſtered, with the preten- 
ded cauſes of them. Theſe are they whom 
they call Difſenters, concerning whom we 
may enquire what they arc, and the cauſe 
of this pretended Ecclctiaſtical ſeverity 
towards them. And as unto the firſt part of 
the enqury , They are ſuch as believe and 
make o1-cn proteſſion of all the Articles of 
the Ch 1ttian Faith ; they do fo, as they 
arc declared im the Scripture; nor 1s the con- 
trarv charged on them. There 1s nothing de- 
termined by the ancient Councils to belong 
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unto Chriſtian Faith, which they disbelieve; 
 nordo they own any Doctrine condemned 
by them :@They profeſs an cqual intereſt of 
Conſent in the Harmony of Proteſtant Con- 
fefions, with any other Proteſtants whate- 
ver. They own the Doctrine of the Church 
of England as cſ{tabliſhed by Law,in nothing: 
receding from it; nor haye they any noyel, 
or Uncatholick Opinion of their own. 

It is therefore utterly impoſſible to ſepa- 
rate them from the Communion of the Ca- 
tholick Church in Faith ; or to caſt them 
from that Rock whereon they are built 
thereby. They do alſo attend unto Divine 
Worſhip in their own aſſemblies 5 and here- 
in they do practiſe all that 1s agreed on by 
all Chriſtians in the world, and nothing clſe; 
for they do: not only make the Scripture the 
fole Rule of their Worſhip, fo as to omit 
nothing preſcribed therein to that purpoſe, 
norto obſerye any thing prohubited there- 
by ; but their Worſhip 1s the very ſame 
with that of the Catholick Church m all 
ages nothing do they omit that was ever u- 
{cd by it,nothing do they obſcrye that was 
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ever condemned by it; and this muſt be 
the principle and mcafure of Catholick 
Union in Worſhip , it ever there be 
any ſuch thing in the Earth ; to expect 
it in any other obſcryances , is vain and 
fooliſh. Offering Prayers and Praiſes to 
God in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, rea- 
ding the Holy Scripture, and expounding 
of it ; ſinging of Pſalms to God, preach- 
ing of the Word, with the adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper;in a Religious Obſervation of 
the Lords Day, unto theſe ends; all accord- 
ing as God doth cnable them by his Spirit, 
is the Sum and Subſtance of the Worſhip 
of the Catholick Church , wherein all 
Chriſtians are agreed : Theſe things the 
Scripture doth preſcribe, and theſe things 
the Church inall ages hath obſerved : All 
differences about this Worſhip which have 
filled the World with inhumane contenti- 
ons, aroſe from mens Arbitrary Addition of 
Forms, Rites, Modes, Ceremonies, Lan- 
guages, Cringings, Adorations, which they 
would have obſerved in it, whereof the 
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Scripture 1s ſilent, and Primitive Antiquity 
utterly 1gnorant - And it may be 4t will 
be one day underſtood, that the due obſcr- 
vance of this Catholick Worſhip, accord- 
ing -as God cnableth any thereunto, leaving 
others at liberty to uſe fuch helps un- 
to their Devotion, as they ſhall think meet , 
is the only Communion of Worſhip in 
the. Church, which the Scripture requires, 
or which 1s potlible to be attained : About 
the impoſition of other things, there ever 
were, fince they were, and ever will , be, 
endleſs contentions. Wherefore theſe /Dit- 
ſenters practifing nothing in the Worſhip of 
God, but what 1s approved by all Chriſtians, 
particularly by the Church of England, 0- 
mitting nothing that cither the Scripture 
or Catholick tradition directs unto, they 
- are, notwithſtanding this pretended Excoin- 
munication , ſecure of Communion with 
the Catholick Church in Evangelical Wor- 
ſhip. 

Moreover, they plead, that their conver- 
ſation 1s unblamable ; that they are pcacca- 
ble in the Civil Government, and uſctul a- 
mong * 


Excommunication 25 
mong their nezghbours ; if- they do evil 1n 
theſe things, Ict thera that proſecute them, 
bear witneſs of - the evil ; but if they do 
well, why are they ſmitten ? If they can 
be charged with any immoralities, - with a- 
ny diſobedience unto the Rule and Precept 
of the Goſpel ; thoſe by whom they are 
rhus prefecuted, are highly concerned, 1t 
not in Conſcience, yet in Honour and In- 
tereſt, to manage the charge againſt them, 
that ſome countenance may be, given unto 
their Proceedings : For the Law is not made 
( as penal ) for a righteous man , but for the 
lawleſs, and diſobedient ; for the ungodly, and 
for ſinners ; for unholy and profane ; and if it 
be otherwiſe with the Laws about theſe Ex- 
communications, they neither belong to., 
nor are derived trom the Law of - God. ; --, 
There arc mdccd great clamours- agauit 
them, that they are Schitmaticks and Sepa- 
ratifts, and things of the lie nature ; that 
is , that they are Diſlcnters : Bur in this 
caſe the whole torce of any inference from 
hence, 1s owlt on this ſuppoſition, That zz 
is the Will of Chriſt, that thoſe who profeſs 
| Faith. 


26 A Letter concerning 
Faith in him , and Obedience unto him, - un- 


blameably, ſhould be excluded from an intereſt 
in, and participation of theſe Odinances of 
Divine Worſhip, which are of his own Inſtitu- 
tion, who will not comply with, and obſerve ſuch 
rights and prafliſes in that Worſhip , as are 
not ſo, but confeſſedly of humane invention. 
But no colour of proof can be given here- 
unto ; for 1t 1s directly contrary unto ex- 
preſs Scripture-Rule, to the Example of the 
Apoſtolical Churches, and unheard of mn 
the world, before the branded Uſurpation 
of Vitor Biſhop of Rome : An Afertion of 
It, 18 to proſtitute the Wiſdom, Authority, 
and Love of Chriſt towards lus Diſciples, 
unto the wills of Men , oftentimes pre- 
poſſeſſed with Darkneſs , .. gg 
and Superſtition , and other luſts, 
ſhall be more fully manifeſted, 1t there © 
occaſion. . Let any colour be given unto 
this ſuppoſition from Scripture or Antiqui- 
ty, and the whele cauſe ſhall be given up ; 
yet thus 1s it, and no otherwiſe, in the mat- 
ter of the preſent Excommunications ; 
Perſons of all ſorts, eyery way ſound - ch 
aith, 
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Faith, unreprovable in the Catholick Wor- 
ſhip of the Goſpel, profeſſing Love and O- 
bedicnce unto Jeſus Chriſt, without blame, 
are excluded, what les in them, who ma- 
nage theſe Ordinances, of Divine Worſhip, 
which the Lord Chriſt hath appointed and 
1njoyned, without pretence of any ather 
cauſe or reaſon, but only theirnot obſer- 
vance,in that Worſhip, of what he hath not 
appointed. He that can believe this to be 
the Will of Chrift, neither knoweth him, 
nor his W1ll as it 1s revealed in his Word; 
and the Conſciences of men are ſufficiently 
ſecure from being concerned in that,where- 
in ſuch an open defiance 1s bid unto Evan- 
gclical Precepts and Rules, with Apoſtolical 
Examples. 


And further, to manifeſt the iniquity of 
theſe Proceedings , whilſt theſe Diſſenters 
are thus dealt withal, all forts of Perſons, 
ignorant, profane, haters of Godlineſs, and 
openly wicked in their lives, are allowed: in 
the full communion of the Church, with- 
out any diſciplinary - admonition or con- 
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rroul : But as this ſerves to acquit them 
from any concernment in what 1s done a- 
gainſt them; fo nothing can be invented 
that tends more directly to harden men in 
their ſins and impenitency ; for whilſt there 
is pretence of Church-ccnſures, they will 
be-apt to think, that they are ſuthciently ap- 
proved of Chriſt and the Church, ſceing 
their diſpleature is no way declared againſt 
them ; ſo they are not Diſſenters, they have 
reaſon to judg that they are ſafe here, and 
ſhall be ſo to Eternity ; Ict them look to 
themſelves who deſerve to be excommu- 
*nicated. Is this the Rule ot the Goſpel ? Is 
this the Diſcipline of Chriſt ? Is this the 
repreſentation of his future Judgment ? Is 
this the way and manner of the cxerciſe of 
his Authority in the Church, a declaration 
of what he owns, and what alone he difa- 
vows? God forbid that ſuch Thoughts 
' ſhould have any countenance given unto 
them. 


Ecclefiaſtical Laws have been always look- 
cd on as cobwebs, that catch the ſmaller 
Flics, whilſt the greater break them ar 

their 
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their pleaſure, but amongſt thoſe leſſer, to 
ſparc thoſe that arc noxious or poyſonous, 
and to caſt the net over the innocent 
and harmleſs, is that which the Spider gives 
NO pattern of, nor can inutate. 


I ſhall not mention the avowed end and 
| deſign of theſe preſent Excommunicarions ; 
only I ſhall ſay, They are ſuch, as many 
good men tremble to conſider che horrible 
prophanation of things ſacred, which they 
manuitecſt to be in them. 


There are alſo many other things which 
evidence the nullity of theſe Proceedings, 
which may be pleaded if there be occaſion ; 
what hath already been ſpoken, 1s abun- 
dantly ſufficcien to ſatisfy my engagement 
unto you, Namely, That the Conſciences 
of men are not at all concerned in the preſent 
Excommunications. 


It may be it will be ſaid, Thar all this 
while we have been dofhg juſt nothing , 
or that which is to no purpoſe at all, as not 


concerning the preſent caſe ; for theſe of 
whom 
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whom we treat, pretend no power in Foro 
interiore, or the Court of Conſcience, or 
unto nothing that ſhould immediately-af- 
{c& it. Their Authority 1s only in Foro ex- 
teriore,n the Court of the Church, which it 
ſeems 15 at Dodtors Commons : Wherefore by 
their ſentence of Excommunication, they 
oblige men only unto their outward con- 
ccrnments ; as unto what concerns con- 
ſcicnce, they leave that unto the Preachers 
of the Word : It may be it will be ſo plead- 
cd ; but before they quit their hands well 
of this buſineſs, they will underſtand, that 
Excommunication it {elf is nothing but an 
eſpecial way of the application of the 
Word unto the conſciences of ſinners, unto 
their Edification ; and that which 1s not ſo, 
pretend whav it will,is nothing at all ; unto 
the diſpenſcrs, therefore, of the Word, it 
doth alone bclong ; and whereas the Apo- 
ſtle tells us,that the weapons of our Chriſt- 
an Warfare, are not carnal, but mighty, 
through God, toe bring into captivity every 
thought unto the obedience of Chriſt ; they 
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ſeem herein to ſay, that the Weapons of therr 
warfare are carnal,and mighty through the aid 
of ſome body, to cait men into prifon, or to 
bring their perſons into captivity : And in- 
deed this outward Court of theirs, is part 
of that Court without the Temple, which is 
trodden down by the Gentiles, and ſhall not 
be meaſured in the Reſtauration of the 
Worſhip of God; yea the diſtinction it 
{elf is filly, 1t any thing be intended by this 
outward Court, but only the outward decla- 
ration of what 15, or 1s ſuppoſed to be et- 
fected in the inward, or the mind and con- 
ſciences of men. Bur let 1t be what it will ; 
thoſe who have neither Name, nor Place, 
nor Office in the Church by Divine Inſtitu- 
tion, who attend not at all in what they do 
unto any rule of the Scripture; nor can, nor 
do pretend any Authority trom Chriſt, in 
and for what they do, arc no way to be 
heeded in this matter, but only as the in- 
ſtruments of extcrnal compulſion, which 
for the ſake of the publ.ck peace, is to be 
ſubnucted unto with quictnefs and patience. 
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1 find, Iconfeſs, by the books with me; 


ſent us weekly into the Country, that in this 
ſtate of things ſome of the Reverend Cler- 
gy . do manifeſt great compaſſion to- 
wards the Diſſenters, in writing and publiſh- 
ing many diſcourſes containing Perfuaſives 
unto,and Arguments tor Conformuty,wherc- 
by they may be freed from their trouble- 
ſome circumſtances: But I muſt needs com- 
mend their Prudence 1n the choice of the 
ſcaſon for this work, as much their Charity 
in the work it ſelf : For the Conformity 
they preſs, needs no other recommendation 
at this time; nor necd they uſe any other 
arguments for it, but only that 1t 1s better. 
than being hanged, or kept in perpetual du- 
rance, or ſtifled in Priſons, or beggar'd, they 
and their Families ; or be ſtaryed in Exile. 
And it hath been always obſerved, that ar- 
gumecnts which march with Halberts, Bills, 
Staves,Serjcants,Bailifts, Writs, Warrants,and 

Capiaſlcsare very forcible and prevalent. 
But I have done, and {hall leave it unto 
others to declare what nuſchicts do enſue - 
on theſe Proceedings , on civil accounts, 
and 
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and what an inroad is made by them on the 
Government of the Kingdom. For a new 
Tenure 1s erected by them, whereon all 
men muſt hold their birthright priviledees,cſ- 
pecially that which 1s the root whercon they 
all do grow, namely, their Perſonal , Liber- 
ty. They hold them no longer by the Law 
of the Land, nor can pretend unto ſecurity, 
whilſt they forteit them not by that Law; 
they arc all put into the power of. Chancel- 
lors, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, and Officials ; 
they may deprive them of them all at their 
pleaſure, aganſt the protection of that Law 
under which they are born , and which 
hath been looked on as the only rule and 
mcaſure of the Subjects Libertics , Privi- 
ledges, and Poſſcilions Theſe things tend 
not only to the diſturbance, bur the ruine 
of all peace and truit amongſt men, and of 
all g 200d Government in the World. 

And if they ſhould Excommunicate all 
that by che Law of Chriſt arc to be excom- 
municated on the one hand, and all that 
are to be ſo by their own Law on the other, 
and then procure Capriaſſes tor them al, 
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lt is to be feared,the 


at Rome 1n great diſtreſles, ope 
and arm the Priſoners ; or 1t may 
leſſer part would at length find it trouble- 
ſome to keep the greater in priſon. But 
theſe things concern not you nor me. I 
beg your excuſe, as not knowing whether 
you will judg this haſty Writing too little 
tor the Cauſe, or roo much tor a Letter. As 
It 15, accept it from 


